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Call to Order

Chairman Monson called the meeting to order at 11:00 AM.
Kalie Snyder conducted a roll call of the board members and confirmed quorum.

Approval of February 6, 2023, Meeting Minutes

Chairman Monson asked for questions and comments on the minutes as presented to the Board.
Seeing none he asked for a motion to approve the minutes as presented to the Board. Motion
made by Senator Kane. Motion was seconded by Secretary Siger. Chairman Monson asked for all
Board members to approve or deny the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Recommended Consultant — Digital Equity and BEAD 5-Year Action Plan

Chairman Monson asked Executive Director Brandon Carson to provide an overview before a
motion is made. Brandon outlined the National Telecommunications and Information



Administration’s (NTIA) requirement to complete a 5-Year Action Plan (due 8/12/23) and State
Digital Equity Plan (due 10/31/23). He also reviewed the purpose for adjusting the original scope
of work (SOW) to include removal of some elements to be completed in house. An amended
Request for Proposal was advertised on 2/7/23, to which 14 proposals were accepted and
reviewed. The review team is recommending the Authority contract with Michael Baker
International, at a cost of $1,199,744, to complete the SOW. Some of those items include
facilitation of roundtable discussions and a strategic planning session for the Board, facilitation of
the Core Planning Team meetings, various outreach and engagement activities, development of a
Broadband Ready framework, and developing the framework for the Digital Equity and 5-Year
Action Plans. He confirmed that this is part of the planning funds previously awarded through NTIA
and identified for purposes of contracting with a consultant(s).

Chairman Monson thanked Brandon for the overview as well as the expedited review of these
proposals. Chairman Monson asked for a motion to consider the contract as recommended..
Motion was made by Senator Phillips-Hill. Motion seconded by Senator Kane. Chairman Monson
asked for questions or comments from the Board as it relates to the contract. There were none.

Chairman Monson asked Kalie Snyder to conduct a roll call vote for the motion presented to
approve the contract with Michael Baker International. Kalie Snyder conducted roll call vote.
Motion passed unanimously.

Capital Projects Fund — Broadband Infrastructure Program Guidelines

Chairman Monson shared that the guidelines are still in progress and asked Brandon Carson for
additional context. Brandon shared that work has been ongoing to draft the guidelines, but that
there is not consensus to approve.

Chairman Monson asked for a motion to table consideration of the guidelines. Representative
Metzgar made a motion to table and asked that this be reconsidered in the very near future.
Motion was seconded by Senator Kane. Chairman Monson recognized that we’re close to
consensus and recommends we revisit at a Special Board Meeting the following week. Chairman
Monson asked for comments from the Board regarding the motion to table the guidelines at this
time.

Senator Phillips-Hill provided comments regarding the urgency to continue this work and that she
has advocated for expeditious attention to all priorities and timelines. She also recognized the
importance of ensuring that these dollars are being handled in a fiduciary manner. Recognizing
the difference between CPF and BEAD dollars, but we need to be mindful that we’re not imposing
regulatory barriers that will disrupt the deployment of broadband service. She also commented
on the importance of a skilled workforce and the need to ensure that is a priority. She referenced
and asked that the Authority be mindful of section 6123 (g) of Act 96, which states no additional
regulatory obligations should be imposed unless applicable under Federal and State law.

Joe Witmer commented on the two Chapter 30 versions in 1993 and then reenacted, relied
exclusively upon local rate increases and basic local telephone service to provide resources and
underscore the deployment of broadband infrastructure. He also shared that these rate increases
are approved on an annual basis. He highlighted that the US Internet Association considered this
one of the most aggressive rural broadband deployment programs.



VI.

Chairman Monson asked for all Board members to approve or deny the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.

Public Comment
Chairman Monson asked Kalie Snyder to conduct public comment and questions.

Todd Eachus thanked the Board for the discussion today and for Senator Phillips-Hills comments
regarding the guidelines. He touched on the importance of being fiduciary in our efforts with
taxpayer dollars. He recognizes that any additional undue hardship throughout this process will
not allow this to be as successful.

Jim Mercante thanked Senator Phillips-Hill for her comments. He shared some of the barriers in
the Chester County area in regard to access and equity. He also thanked the Authority staff for the
work and efforts.

Bill Risse shared that while at the Wireless Service Providers Convention, and FCC representative
commented that fixed wireless is essential to serve the rural areas of the nation. He also offered
some recommendations on how to combat some of the impediments that come with broadband
infrastructure deployment.

Matt Wiertel shared his concerns regarding prevailing wage. He stated that his firm uses a union
contractor to do installation work, they have shared with Matt that the prevailing wage rate for
lineman work is about 40-50% higher than in Ohio and New York for the same work in the same
Union. He's shared this with the Wolf Administration and Shapiro Administration and recognizes
this will need to be addressed at the Executive level. He asks that this be discussed/reviewed by
the Authority. He also commented on railroad permits and if railroad permit reform is in discussion
and shared that they had to pay $20,000 to cross a rail line in Summit Township and that was to
connect only one home. He asked that this also be considered by Authority members. He finished
by asking that the Authority think about how we are considering RDOF awardees.

John Highward shared details on his company ET Communications and his interest in Pennsylvania
and to meet with the Authority.

Adjournment

Chairman Monson called for a motion to adjourn. Motion made by Senator Kane. Motion
seconded by Mark Critz. Meeting adjourned at 11:37 AM.

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Kristin Phillips-Hill
Secretary



